Alphabet and Pronunciation Guide 



In the Orokaiva alphabet, there are 19 letters - 5 vowels and 14 
consonants. Since there is just one sound for each symbol it is easy 
to spell Orokaiva words. 



The five vowels 



i as 


in imi 


•son-in-law' 


e^ as 


in eke 


'hang it» 


a as 


in ba 


•taro» 


£ as 


in oro 


'house* 


u as 


in utu 


'foot' 


The 14 consonants 





pronounced as in 'beet' 
pronounced as 'bet' 
pronounced as in 'father' 
pronounced as in 'oh' 
pronounced as in 'rule' 



b as in ba 

d as in da 

^as in ga 

£ as in san 

m as in ma 



•taro' 
'village' 
' rain ' 
'betel nut' 
'thicket' 



£ as 


in 


2a 


'woman 


t^ as 


in 


ta 


'at' 


k as 


in 


ka 


'girl' 


h as 


in 


ha 


' come ' 


n as 


in 


na 


'I' 



These 10 consonants are pronounced as in English, but the con- 
sonants V, £, and j_ are a bit different from English, 

V as in ve 'seed' is pronounced as b^ but with the lips not quite 
touching together, not as the English v with the teeth and bottom 
lip touching. 

£ as in aravora 'all right' is pronounced very quickly, by snap- 
ping the tongue tip against the roof of the mouth just behind the 
front teeth. 

j_ as in j_a 'dance' can be pronounced as a £ or as a j or a dz . 

The sound ng begins only a few Orokaiva words. Some of them are: 



ngahia 

ngatoro 

ngajere 



'hard' 



nga 



'nest, boat' 



'wooden dish' ngangau 'a bird' 
'dwarfish' 



ng when found at the beginning of words is pronounced like the 
ng in * going' and should not be confused with n^ found in the middle 
of words like ange *left* or ingari *hear* where the ng is pronounced 
as in * angry* or * congregate * , "^ 
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